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BATTERY BOATMEN.

Only a Few of tbo Veterans Left

About the Whitehall Basin.

Reminiscences of tho Palmy Days
Before the Stoam Tug Era.

rrcoarlom Life of tbe Jolly Water,
men Sad Story of Dave Dillon.

Tbe Battery Wtman Is a left-ov- char-
acter from another era. Tbe tide ot prog-

ress bu wept him and hli little boat Into
a little eddy by tne shore ; yet he cling to
bit boat and his traditions, and every visi-
tor to the Battery Park, every pedestrian
snlfflnj tbe bracing cool breezes from the
eea m be paces the wall that skirts tbe
park, lovea Mm.

In a basin ox dock, bnllt like a niche In
tbo Wall of the Battery just west of the
Barge Odce, are always to be found moored
six or eight rowboats, each provided with
two sets ot oars.

These boats are of the " Whitehall" pat-
tern, 10 feet long, 20 Inches deep and K

feet wide. Halt at many more are to be
found In the Whitehall basin on the other
side ot tbo Barge Office.

Pause to gaze wonderlngly down at these
boats, and Instantly a half dozen men
awaken from their drowsing on the park
benohes and hurry across the broad-pave- d

walk to the edge of the wall, and one of
them, coming within conversational dis-

tance, addresses you t

"Boat, sir!"

BACS OF SITU. "BCWIM."
' Then the other five, apparently losing all
Interest, lazily return to the benches and
their Interrupted slnmbers.

It yon want to go to Brooklyn, to Astoria
or to Tockera. If you desire to board a
vessel at anchor down the bay, or to go In
your own craft to a ship at Quarantine,
here's your man!

Look at him I Ha may be twenty, or be
may be sixty years old. He Is sunburned
and freckled. He is compact. There is
strength and suppleness In his every move-
ment, and he will bargain to row you up to
Tonkers or down to Bandy Hook, just m
though those were the most ordinary jobs
Imaginable.

That's his business, and be be
year old Billy Collins or nlne-and- -
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sixty year old Ed Cody, he bas been navi-
gating the waters of New York narbor In
his Whitehall boat ever since his hands
wro big enough to clasp the handles ot the
oars.

" How many boatmen are there T" repeats
Billy Collins, squinting one eye and pinch-
ing his knotty muscles reflectively. " Well,
to begin with, there's Ed Cody, bo's the
eldest one of us. Then there's Tom BresnL.
ben over In the Whitehall basin ; George
Collins, that's me brother; Hen Darrow,

Sailor' Dan McGean, Mike Geary, ' Bat '
Nov 111, Fat Burns, William Qutgley and
William Collins that's me. That's ten
of us.

" Maw, tbe business ain't what it used to
le. Mostly our freight Is runners for the
ships' chandlers, ships' stores men,
butchers, clotblng stores, machinists and
other people who want to do business with
the masters ot ships coming In.

"Course, once in a while there's ladles
who want to go down to some maa-o'-wa- r,

and of coarse we take 'em.
" How far do we go out t Well, down to

tbe lightship, eight miles outside of Bandy
Hook. There's no trouble out there not
halt the trouble we get In a choppy sea on
the bay."

There is only one oarsman to each boat,
but tho second pair ot oars Is tor use in a
very common emergency.

There is no competition for business
among tbe boatmen on shore. The rnle is
that the boatman who first bespeaks a cus-

tomer or who Is ballod by a prospective cus-

tomer shall not be interfered with by others,
and onoe a passenger has by either of these

processes become the property of one of the
boatmen, the others abandon tho game and
return to their other work or amusement.

It frequently happens, though, that a
sharp contest occurs between the Battery
boatmen on the water. A contest of
muscle and skill, of wind and experience
and grit, and then the second pair ot oars
comes into use.

DAVX BUXOM BZ.OWM OCT TO BtA.

Two hustling runners of rival dealers In
ship's stores arrive at tbe basin at the
same moment. Each selects' his boatman
and makes a hurried bargain for a quick
trip to the merchant ship that la slowly
coming up through the lower bay.

With lightning movements tbe painters
ere cast off, the Turners clamber Into the
boats, and a race to a finish is began. Tbe
boatmen are encouraged by their respective
"freight" with all sorts of Inducements,
but both boatmen have learned their art
and each is as experienced as tbe other.
There is no advantage to either in tbe race.

Then tho anxious runners leap tntoth

I breach. They plaoo the extra oars In the
rowlocks, and bend themselves to the ah
with all their might. Thus It generally
happens that the runner who bas practised
most with his muscles, and bad most ez.
perlence In boating, wins tho race, reaching
tbe Incoming ship first, clambering over her

I side and from her deck laughing and shout-
ing scornfully at his discomfited rival.

In these do perate races, sometimes one
of the boatmen wins the race and careu
himself a deal of right hard work by catch-

ing a tng bound out towards the ship and
boarding her, The tug reached, tho race Is

over. The boatman and his passenger ride
away from tbelr rivals, and far down tno
bay they part company from the tug, to
row the ahort distance to tbe ship.

Most of tbe boats have names. Billy
Collins call his the " Eel;" bis brother
George's boat Is the " Game Cock."

The " Dave DlUon," Is owned by " Hen"
Darrow, who named tbe boat after one of
the bravest, and best fellows who ever
pulled an oar.

Toor Davo Dillon I He had been a boat-

man for thirty-fiv- e years, and a sturdy fel-

low he was, too. A steady, stout-heart-

man, without an enemy in tho norld; a
famous band at the oars. He once rowed
a Red Hook man around tbe lighthouse at
Bobbin's Beet and beat him out ot sight,
as any one ot the Battery boatmon will tell
you.

Dave Dillon located at Statcn Island, and
two years ago be took a job one day to
row In a heavy sea out to a steamship that
lay anchored In the roads off the lightship.

Tbe wind blew a gale. It was a perilous
undertaking. Thoughtful ones urged the
cool and nervy bo itmen not to go. But
Davo Dillon bad trnsted to bis strong arms
and his right little, tight little ship In many
a troubled sea, and bo laughed to atom tbe
fears ot bis friends.

They watched him from the shore. Now
riding on the crest ot a foam-cappe- wave,
now hidden, burled In the valley between
billows almost mountain high. They
watched till tho little cocklo-she- ll and Its
Intrepid skipper passed out beyond tho
reach of human eye passed out never to
return.

Poor Dare Dillon! He was blown out to
sea, and not till tbo eea shall glvo up Its
dead will he return. In the restlessness of
tides Dave Dillon's boot came back as If to
tell the awful story of its master's fate. It
was washed by tbe flood up through the
bays into tho North River, and a week after
Dave Dillon had gone down tbe shattered
remnants of his Battery boat were picked
up by one of his lifelong companions on
the shore of the river at tbe Highlands.

In 8ummer evenings tbe Battery boatmen
find profit In rowing pleasure parties on tbe
bay or up the rivers, each boat carrying
seven passengers without crowding. In
former year one might hire one of tbe skiffs
from Its owner and be bis own skipper, but
eight or ten years ago an aocldent occurred
that stopped that practice. A gentleman
engsged one of the Whitehall boats for a
pleasure ride with Mary Fitzpatrick, a sister
of the man known as " Liverpool Jack,"
and another young woman.

The young man was a good oarsman,
but tbe little boat bad hardly rounded the
Battcty ata ! mm run down by Jimiil

steamer, and before assistance could reach
them, tho young Indies wero both drowned.

Since then, none of tho flattery boatmen
will let tils boat to a stranger to go out with-
out a skipper

The work of tho boatmen Is ,arlcd. The
other dnr when that crared Italian Imm-
igrant tried to drown himself by leaping out
of the llargo Ofllce Into tho river, Unas
Peter Rcllly and Mlko Geary who fayed the
wretch's llfo In Mike's bo.it, IVtcr going
along, became, desplto of his colling, Mllo
can't swim n stroke.

MTK DOWN DT A STEAMER,

A boatman will row n passenner to Port
Lee at flood tldo In an hour and a half or
two hours. At ebb tide ho will taku tbo
job just tbe same, trusting to locU In catch-
ing a tow from steam tugs going up tho
river.

Sunday, July 80, 1871, whllo the Battery
boatmen wero polishing up their trim
craft, there came to their cars the nolso of
a terrific report.

TheStateu Island ferryboat Northficld
bad blown up. The dobrls was coming
down in a fearful shoner upon the waters
ot the buy, and the flj Ing forms of men
and women wero doscrlcd against the Sum-
mer sky.

Tbo boatmen quickly cast off their moor-
ings and rowed to the scene of the disaster.
They did great work that da), plucking
scores of people from out watery graves
and saving many lives that must have been
Rftnrlflpfri Yvitlintlt thnlr hnln

The law compels every excursion bargo
to have ono "llo boat." That Is, a boat
actually In the WAter, with a mnn ready to
work her should any ono fall overboard or
any other accident happen requiring the
services of a boatman. Battery boatmen
are usually engaged for this service, tbo
boats dragging along at the stern of the
excursion or barges.

"August Struck "and "John F. Struck,
of tbe Battery," are the names inscribed ou
the sterns of Mike Geary and "Bat"
Nevlll's boats. They are named In honor
of a father and son, proprietors of the
favorite tap.room In State street, a resort
of all the Battery boatmen. Here an Eves-iic- q

Would reporter found, Ed Cody, the
Idest of the boatmen,

Ed Cody Is elxty-nln- e years old. He Is

all, thin, sinewy and muscular. He bas
harp features, but a mild and kindly blue

eye, and sldo whiskers and mustache of
white bristling hair.

" I've been a boatman here at tbe Bat-
tery fifty-on- e years. In fact, ever since be-

fore there was a Battery,'' sy.tb vstersn.

cbeertly. "When I began, Washington
street was n strsnd, and tbe water came
cliar up ovir the present Park clear to
Whitehall street.

" Castlo Garden, built as Fort Clinton by
Gov, Clinton, In 1807, was away out on a
rock, nnd It was reached by a wooden
brl Igc from the foot of Washington street.
The brlilgo went ovir tho shallow snnmp
bitvrcm. Tlure wero about tncnl)-fou- r

boatmen then, tut laud o' love, n hen steam
came In and sailing esscls went out of
fahlun, we went out of fashion, too, though
thtroM been boatmen to tako people off to
Incoming ships aud bring people ashore
from 'cm tver slmo old Cap May landed
his Belgians at Cocntlos slip and founded
New Amsterdam.

"In tho forties there were my brother
Dick Cody, and me. We wero born at
Ilooscrilt and Banker, now Madison street.
Then- - was Bill) Wood, wbo has a gjmna-slu-

In llllamsburg, and William Morse.
Thi-j'r- o nil nihil yot. Dick is In the Dock
Department's employ, and I'm tbo only one
left

" Boforo tolegrapby was invented we used
to carry tho first news from Eore to a ship
and bring back tho first European news
from thu ship. Wo used to help tbe ships
up to their docks, can- - lines ashoro and all
that kind of work that the stcamtugs do
nonadavs. We used to have ten times the
work that wo get now.

" When I wus a boy Gen. Jackson came
here to Cnstlc Garden for a reception after
his stcond ilcctlon to the Presidency.
1 here was an awful crowd, and the brtdgo
ncro8 tho marsh broko down, letting the
peoplo Into the mud and water. We boat-

men turned to and rescued them,

XXADT roa ACCIDENTS AT JZNKT UKP'S O0NCIST.
" In '41 the British frigate Waraplt, com-

manded by Lord Johu Uay, came In and
anchored off Castle Garden, right In among
the shad-pol- es ot tbe fishermen. The
fishermen protested, but about that time
England wanted to have another fight with
us, and Lord Uay refused to budge, so one
da.k Saturday nlgbt we boatmen there
was James Harrington, Wash Harrington,
John Connor, William Gayer, John Palmer-to- n,

Matt Lowery, Pat Uogan, Thomas
8hadwick, Nat Coon, Dck Cody and me
we just stolo out to the Warsplt with pots
of lime and painted her white from stem to
stern.

" Next day was Sunday, and the whole
town came down to laugh at her.

I "In '42, Colt the revolver man, then in the

torpedo business, blew up the sloop Jocko
off the Battery, Myers's clrcns was In the
Garden, and It made an addition to the
show,

" In 1845 the Chinese junk, 300 dayrfrom
Hong Konz, anchored out In the bay, and
wo made many a dime taking people out
to see her.

"Then, In 'SI, there was Jenny Llnd In
Castlo Garden, Barnum bad tbe boatmen
plying all around toe Garden on tho look-

out for people who might get crowded off

the thirty-fo- sidewalk that went all
around the building.

" Catherine Hayes and Mme. Fedesco
followed tbe Nightingale attboGarden,and
then In '53 or so, Dan Bice had bis circus
on the Battery and James Mers had his
Inside.

" Then came ths Julian concert and ball,
and they had a fountain of champagne In
tbe rotunda. The 'longshoremen's ball was
about tho last big thing at tbe Garden be-

fore the Hoard ot Emigration leased It from
the State In 1855.

"There Isn't much exoltement any more;
not 10 per cent, ot tbe work for us to do
In all my experience I have known ot but
ver few accidents, and tbey were usually
to boats let out to people wbo thought they
knew all about their manogoment,but really
didn't know anything.

" About a month ago Tom Bresnlhan got
capsized, and bo's one of the best boatmen
In the bublness. He's next to me In rears
of service. He's only been a boatman
thirty-fiv- e years though. Tom got upset
below Governor's Island and was picked
up by a 8taten Island ferryboat. That's the
only upset I know of In years.

" About all we do nowadays Is to carry
trades peoplo out to tho ships In the bay
and tako small jobs as wo can get by the
day."

Ed Cody pulled his soft cap down a little
o frills gray old bead, drew himself to-

gether, shllted bis quid of tobacco, arose
and strode out, six feet of stalwart, vigor-

ous manhood, despite his nearness to the
three score and ten years allotted to man
for a lifetime, and the younger boatman
looked after bis retreating figure with ad-

miring eyes and words ot praise.

Unjust Criticism.
((Yon (JU JiutlUri' W.Mf.

Manufacturing Jeweller Your designs seem
to lick point.

Unlgntr Poinll Great Bcnttl Aod this
alter 1 saw modeled tor roa mors toin

iiuTsrtnUDds of pirn I

A New Title.
(Vein Hrjit Au.r,l

Psrrott Dow idsdj greit titles end In "or"
emperor, legislator, tdiior
Ulitlngs (wbo Uvea la a flat) Tss, and

jtalior.

Bad.
Ttim Uwvr'i sr.

Jones Poor Snilia lost on life, tsonga
ever one else eicaptd ont of tbe barnlof
building.

Brown Did tbsy target to waken Matt
Jooes No. lis was one of tat first to

the alarm; bat tbs poor f.llow was so
exoltsd teat ht triad to ont et the balldlog
by tbe

Frankly Deceptive.
( JruMy't wti.l

Dicky It was awtally deceptive ot her. I
tblnk. 8ss laaibed at me bented my back.

ueawdge Well, .how did you know is, twst
SlLky-O- a, sue tod me of It barelt.

CONCERNING CHEWING GUM. JH
Contains Paraffins Wax Whlon la .HVery Dangerous In tho Intestines. 'fjH

The fine dlslnctions required by legal H
definitions frequently threaten oonfa. MH
sion, even when tho facts appear to bo SH
perfectly clear. :vM

There is no room for doubting the In- - H
convenience and danger which may arlo ttaH
from the accumulation of a mass of H
paraffine wax in the intestines; and yot Jm
when any legal Interference witii tho AB
sale of chewing gum, containing SO per rB
cent of this substance, is attempted ths K
charming uncertainties and quibbles ''!fl
which arise are more amusing than edl. B
tying, says London Lancet. IH

In a recent prosecution at the Hanley ijjjH
Borough Polico Court it wss first con V'H
tended that tho fourteenth section of tho tiflH
Food and Drugs act, which relate a to ths JiB
division of the substance in the presence H
ot the soller at the time of purchase, had 'jfijt
not been complied with. 'sH

Then it was submitted tbat the article
was not one of food, since it was sold JHsimply for i hewing. '!H'Alien it vaa suggested, that as sweets) H
are so utterlv indefinite In Ihetr com pott-- JMM
tlon, it was impossible to deal with them liHns ordinary articles of food. And ths clU ftHmax was reaohad in the contention that it vJHwas not Bold to the prejud ce of the pur- - H
chaser, as tbe corflplainant said ho did not CHIntend to eat it. SK'ibis was extremely ingenious, but the MB
lnr baser happened to be the Inspector ifmt
of Nuisances, wh was merely collecting vlievidence. The case ended for the pre- - hH
out with the imposition of a fine, ontha yH'
ground thut the substance, was sold to tho
prejudice of the purchaser, inssmuoh as J4H
it was not in tbe uatuie of the substance AMand qua ity of the article demanded by't'.yJK
Ilia purchaser, who asked for gum and got tvHparaffine wax, " HIf the case is ever taken to a higher 3Hcourt it is quito possible that it may bo SM
argued that tbe complainant did not askjH
for "gum" but for "chewing gnmi" ,'JH
that ho did not get " paralSne wax," but pSH
only 60 per cent, of "paraffins wax," and 'JBthe remaining 60 per cent, of unknown rHingredients which sufficiently brings ths cHsubstance within the legal meaning o fM" chewing gnm. " asiH

But wbat is " chewing gum f Ths H
following definition might be suggested! --jB
A substance of very variable composition,
Ignorantly employed by children, whloh, "jiB
when containing paramne wax, may lead -- H
to very grave dangers, and ths sals ot ,,Hwhich should be prohibited. mH

A Family Tradition. H
rrtn lVt.1 HsH

Danwsltcr Wby, sir, ths Danwalters let H
centuries, wltaoat an exception, soonted tbo 3H
ld of snythlng Ilka trade, sir. fjH

Woxbj DldrTi believe In gtvleg an sqolva ifMlent tor wbat tne gut, eht &H
Didn't Want that Kind. rvjifl

J. Jay I want a One lookla' wttcb chain.' JHJeweller Would yon like one ot tbs nnr gH
HamltsaeisiBst ftjaTaH

J. Jy Seem lets t Notmncbl I wantons iHtaatllseemmore'otwtoeasblgaaltla, (sbH
A Dad View of It. fl

irnm ftuu ovum 'HGUhooli This world is mil of misery. Tbs JH
bspplest msa Is the one who Is nsver born. lHnostetwr MeOlaats Tea, but there Isn't eea B
In a miuiea tbat has sueb a sireac 01 lurr.

A Calumny. LH
Vom 4toa Bl fltnft. J 1H

"Do the RassUns rrallr eat eandltst' igM
aaktd a Washington ladyottbaBosslanAa- - H
baasador. itM

No, madam." was tbe replt "U la "rM
calomni, a tallow caiomnr, so to spsak." ft

If You Want to See a Sight sjassjav mmm .BJJJJJA. HwssmEParm wmxm ROVt DAVC DAVQ M
Pass the Cor. of BROADWAY St CRAND SV. and .H AMMkTSfeBiB laWaUalr . BSTO. ?.V. ffl

LOOK AT MACE & CO.'S SHOW WINDOWS MLFM .SSlllllHkk LLBl5 BsHsVS. Ovini?, SMLLCAP andeL0t " "'"' ' M
FRIDAY & SATURDAY. .sT JHWHHBPHr FREE. FREE. FREE. 1

750 ALL-WOO- L SACK JjPI
AND CUTAWAY SUITS, A

100 DIFFERENT PATTERNS, jl
MARKED FROM $15 TO ftJ
823 XX13I5S sSTTZ'tE-JS- p FOR lO.

I 5,000 GENTLEMEN'S TAILOR-MAD- E SUiTS, $ 3P
I in Sacks and Three-Butto- n Cutaways, made from H if M
I genuine imported fabrics, finest trimmings. Not H

a suit worth iess than $25. Serges, Cheviots, Rj
flannels, Cassimeres and Fine Diagonals. IITO ACCOMMODATE ALL, HiMJV

MACK & CO. WILL KEEP THEIR NEW STORE OPEN TILL 9 P. M. lLH W
l

i , IT mm mln (IT li I,' I.' in

m, GOS
NEW STORE,

Broadway, Oor. Grand
WILL

GIVE AWAY $5,000
IN MERCHANDISE

ON

FRIDAY and SATURDAY
IN ORDER

TO ADVERTISE THE NAME

OF

MACK & CO.'S

All the magnificent Spring
Overcoats that we advertised
at $7.50, $10 and $12 last
week will be sold at

$5.75 FRIDAY AND SATURDAY,

TO ACCOMMODATE ALL
A HUNDRED ELECTRIC LIGHTS

WILL BURN UNTIL 9 P, M. FRIDAY NIGHT,

AT BROADWAY, CORNER GRAND ST.

LOT LOT LOT LOT LOT W
2. 3. 4. 0. JS

$2.45. $1.50. 90 S3J5, .
$4.75. 1

cents. M

MACK Sc CO. can accommodate 500 Customers at one Jl
time. We intand to have that many people in onr New 19
Store to-morro- w, Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 9
1 1 o'clock on Saturday. 9

THE FOLLOWING BARGAINS WILL BE SOLD : I
BOYS' HANDSOME DRESS s fld

I IIT 1 SUITS made from plain cloths, MJ 45 H
I 11 I I diagonals, corkscrews, and f :m
laljj I Cheviots, regular price $8.QO, fa I M

a Boys' School Suits in lOO different 4,4 rft m
"J patterns, guaranteed all wool, $1 3(J m

Lft.cmt f plaited or plain, reduced from I m

0 (jT A 5,000 Sailor Suits, made from AAJ i'M
Mil Blue and Black Flannel, reduced UllUfl m
Ll I If from $2,5Q, - Ulf M
H ? M Boys' genuine imported Dress tfk 7C m
MSB suits, in all the new shades, for V 4 1ULP I r Spring, cost $10 to import, - M

IDT fi Boys' Lons Pants Suits $jfl 75 9
LU I V IS YEARS TO 17, "fl , M

,,,, Ay,. 2 -- l


